Congenital Neospora caninum infection in a calf with spinal cord anomaly.
Neospora caninum was identified in a calf with spinal cord anomaly in Australia. The calf was full-term and born dead. The caudal cervical and cranial thoracic segments of the spinal cord of the calf were asymmetric because of marked unilateral reduction of ventral gray matter and focal cavitation. Mild focal disseminated nonsuppurative encephalomyelitis was associated with N caninum tissue cysts. Tissue cysts were 16 to 35 microns X 10 to 27 microns, and the cyst walls were 1 to 3 microns thick. In an immunohistochemical test, the parasite stained with N caninum serum but not T gondii serum.